
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman John Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 
Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Vice Chairman Michael Fasulo, Commissioners David Kanute, and Joseph LaPorte; Director of 
Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael Manware.  
Excused:  Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the Minutes of the 
January 2, 2012 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Carol Langley – Southington Land Conservation Trust.  Ms. Langley stated that they would like to cut 
back or remove some Japanese bamboo plants along the linear trail in Plantsville for Earth Day.  She was 
seeking permission to do so on April 20.  The plants are very evasive and need to have the new growth 
broken off.  Unless there is a problem they would be going to the transfer station that day.  Following 
some discussion, the board asked that Ms. Langley stay in touch with Mr. Manware on the project. 
Motion was made by Commissioner LaPorte, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to approve the work of 
the Land Trust working with Mike Manware on the project.  Motion carried.  Commissioner LaPorte also 
asked Ms. Langley to convey the board’s thanks to Bonnie Sica and members of the Land Trust for the 
work they did with the Nature Day events in the past years.  Dave Lapreay would be writing a letter to the 
Land Trust. 
 
2.  Matt Shea – Girls’ Lacrosse Camp.  Mr. Shea and Jamie Albert addressed the board with a proposed 
Girls’ Lacrosse Camp for this summer.  They are looking for a field rental for the camp.  The camp would 
be for girls going into grade 4 through grade 9.  There are no girls’ lacrosse camps in Southington now.  It 
would be in early August at night from 5-8 pm.  They propose to charge $150 per player and $120 for 
Southington residents.  The camp would be run through Elite Sports in Meriden.  They would provide 
insurance and all the equipment.  Jamie would be the on site coach and Matt is the director.  They are 
hoping to get 30 to 50 girls to sign up.  Mr. Lapreay said he was not aware that they were looking for 
nights; the leagues play at Panthorn and they usually run pretty late into the summer.  He would have to 
check with the league about when they would be done and get back to Mr. Shea.  There was some 
discussion about what other fields might be available and possible charges for use.  Mr. Lapreay will get 
back to Mr. Shea after he gets more information. 
 
3.  Mitch Gugliotti & Benny Soto – Adult Baseball Team.  Mr. Gugliotti was seeking a field to use for an 
adult summer league (over 18).  He is looking for Sundays from 10 to 2 or 3; double headers every 
Sunday.  It would be 6 or 7 weekends for home games between April and July.  In response to a question, 
Mr. Gugliotti said there are 15 players, 2 of which are from Cheshire, the rest are Southington residents.  
Mr. Lapreay said it would be difficult to find a field as there are already two at Recreation Park.  When 
the youth leagues have rain-outs, they would bump the adult leagues.  He won’t know the schedule for 
Western until April.  Mr. Gugliotti said they use all wood bats so definitely can’t use North.  Western 
would work because the fence is high enough.  Mr. Lapreay will check with Jerry Dionne on Western.  
Mr. Gugliotti gave his insurance card and information on the league to Mr. Lapreay.  Mr. Gugliotti said 
last year all their games were played away since they didn’t have a home field.  He is trying to give the 
players a break from traveling at least for some games. 
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COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:   
1.  Bread for Life – Letter Requesting Use of Linear Trail.  A letter from Gloria Colonero was received 
requesting the use of the trail for a Walk Against Hunger.  They want to start at the Y then head out to the 
trail and probably just go north on the trail.  A letter was sent to the Police Department and they have no 
problem with it.  A board member was in the audience and he said they have been doing the walk for 
several years but this is the first time they are doing it in Southington.  The trail would not be closed to 
others wishing to use it.  Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, 
to allow Bread for Life to use the trail as proposed.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Lapreay would 
contact Ms. Colonero to get the date for the walk. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding whether Mr. Shea needed to come back to the board or if Mr. Lapreay could 
proceed if a field became available.  Members felt it was not necessary to come back to them.  
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to support the lacrosse camp if we are able to accommodate them 
with a field.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Fasulo and carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lapreay will keep the board updated on the adult baseball team request. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that the last middle school dance had 201 attendees.  This week’s dance will 
probably be cancelled due to the impending snow storm.  Trips are picking up.  Music on the Green 
sponsorship forms are starting to go out.  A few sponsors are on the fence but we have others who are 
interested.  We will start booking the bands shortly.  Mr. Lapreay met with the BOE last week regarding 
including special needs kids in the summer playground camp.  There are about 20 kids.  They will provide 
transportation back and forth.  He expects 8 to 10 per session.  The BOE will provide staffing with paras.   
 
Touch A Truck is scheduled for May 18.  Volleyball is beginning soon; registration will be starting.   
Youth baseball registration is this Saturday but will probably have to be cancelled because of the storm.  
Mr. Lapreay is speaking with Carole Milano of the Southington Arts Council about doing an arts class for 
ages 7 to 12.  We got approval from Derynoski to use their art room.  It will begin the end of March for 
about 5 to 6 weeks.  This is a program that we used to have several years ago.  Board members were 
happy it is starting up again. 
 
Mr. Lapreay had a request for adult women’s basketball.  He suggested an open gym night and see how 
many we get.  He has the gym at Derynoski for March and April.  It is for women 18 and over and will be 
on Monday nights from 7 to 9 pm. 
 
Credit card payment is up and running in the office.  Any program can be paid on line, in the office or 
over the phone with a credit card. 
 
Mr. Lapreay spoke about the softball issues in the field last year with out of town players.  He wants to 
make it official for the summer that every roster is accompanied by a photo ID of everyone on the roster.  
He believes this will deter sneaking people in.  There will be a penalty involved.  He also mentioned that 
there will probably be a bat issue again.  Eventually we may have to go back to wood bats. 
 
Mr. Lapreay spoke with Tony Mauro about whether he would continue with tennis lessons. He is not 
going to return.  We will be looking for a new instructor. 
 
Mr. Lapreay handed out information from Funtasia Tours.  It is a teen and youth touring company that 
offers weekly day camps.  They have three different programs per week.  Other towns have been using 
them and love it (Dave has a list).  They provide insurance and transportation. Mr. Lapreay thought this 
might be a good thing for teens since our camps are mostly grades 1 to 6.  He thought we could try it for 
the last two weeks in August.  No one had a problem with it and several thought it sounded very 
interesting. 
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Pavilion rentals are picking up.  The new pavilion will be used a lot this summer.  Some groups are pretty 
large, such as car shows. 
 
Mr. Lapreay met with the Town Manager on the proposed budget.  He felt it went well.  On February 19 
he has the department budget meeting with the Board of Finance. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Fasulo, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that the athletic field was blocked off with boulders to keep people form going on 
the field during the winter to avoid problems we had in the past.  In the future, fence work will be done.  
They took down a catalpa tree on Mill Street near the trail.  Mr. Manware has been spending time at the 
train station, getting it renovated and up and running with electrical and security.  Cameras similar to 
what is at the pavilion will be placed, and better lighting.   
 
The ice rink had a couple of successful weekends.  They are doing the best we can with the weather.  Pear 
tree pruning downtown is almost finished on Center Street.  The Novaks kiosk was cleaned up.  There 
were some wasp nests involved.  It is back up and sturdy.  The crew has been doing the usual open space 
brush cutting. 
 
Mr. Manware spoke about equipment abuse and a safety program.  He has been working with Steve 
Wlodkowski on something that needs to be employed in the department.  Some of the equipment gets 
abused.  The mechanic works hard on them constantly.  They will be employing some safety regulations 
and make sure everyone is properly trained. 
 
Mr. Manware gave the Police a hand on Cedar Drive, boarding up some windows on a weekend.  We had 
some plywood and helped them out. 
 
Commissioner Fasulo made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Kanute.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
Mr. Brian Teske was in the audience and introduced himself and his company, American Silk Screening.  
He recently bought Hadfield’s Sports.  He gave a summary of what his business does for sports, including 
printing sports apparel, signs, banners, trophies, etc.  He handed out business cards.  He is available for 
any needs.  Several of the members were familiar with Mr. Teske and his company.  Mr. Lapreay said the 
leagues take care of their own needs and he would email Mr. Teske with a list of contacts for his use. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
   
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Field Usage Fees (Camps).  There was discussion regarding whether to charge usage fees for the 
camps that use town fields.  Commissioner Kanute said they are profit making entities and we are tending 
the fields, so some sort of fee makes sense.  However, would the money go into the General Fund and not 
to an account for maintenance of the fields?  It there was an account that we could use for maintenance, it 
would be good.  Commissioner LaPorte said until we establish a policy and get this money in our 
account, perhaps we should charge per participant.  A new program wouldn’t know how many people 
they would get so to charge a certain flat fee might be too much.  It was the consensus to table the matter 
until Mr. Lapreay talks to Finance about an account.  He will report back at the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
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Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Fasulo and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:20 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


